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wife, Patricia, their sons, Steven and Scott,
and the students, teachers, and schools of Se-
attle.

Remarks at WETA’s ‘‘In
Performance at the White House’’
November 30, 1998

The President. Thank you. Ladies and
gentlemen, the American musical is one of
our Nation’s most beloved art forms. It’s also
one of the most encompassing. What other
country can hum tunes from songwriters as
varied as George Gershwin, Eubie Blake, Ir-
ving Berlin, Fats Waller, Cole Porter, Betty
Comden, and Adolph Green?

And typical of our diverse Nation, the
greatest excitement comes when America’s
various musical traditions intersect. When
African-American, Jewish, and European
classical traditions come together in the
songs of George Gershwin, when Thomas
‘‘Fats’’ Waller and Andy Razaf mix the synco-
pation of jazz with the forms of popular musi-
cal theater, there is a new song in the world,
a song that could only come from America.

Tonight we welcome to the East Room,
from the musical theater, four artists who are
at the top of their game. They have lent their
voices to some of our most favorite American
classics, and I’m sure they’ll take American
music to new heights in the next millennium
and, hopefully, in the next few minutes.

I think it’s appropriate that we’ve gathered
here in America’s home because tonight
we’re going to hear what these terrific per-
formers sing at home, with no one to please
but themselves.

And now please join me in welcoming our
emcee for the evening. I first met him after
I saw his terrific performance in ‘‘City of An-
gels,’’ for which he won a Tony. He won an-
other Tony for his role in ‘‘Chicago’’ and sang
at both my inaugurations.

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. James
Naughton.

[At this point, the entertainment proceeded.]

The President. Was this great or what?
[Applause] Unbelievable. They were won-
derful. Thank you all. Mr. Naughton, thank
you. I think you have a whole new career,
the ‘‘Righteous Father’s Sons.’’ [Laughter]

Well, it’s been said that it’s easier to under-
stand a nation by listening to its music than
by learning its language. Tonight we heard
the energy, the excitement, the very soul of
America.

I want to thank all of our wonderful per-
formers, James Naughton, Brian Stokes
Mitchell, Jennifer Holliday, and Patti
LuPone, and all the great musicians and ar-
rangers who accompanied them. This was a
very special night. They have given us a great
gift.

Thank you all, and good night.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:50
p.m. in the East Room at the White House, and
his remarks were recorded for later broadcast on
WETA public television. The event was part of
the White House Millennium Evenings Series.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority Concerning Refugee
Assistance
November 30, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 99–6

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3 of the United States Code, I hereby
delegate the functions and authorities con-
ferred upon the President by section 2(b)(2)
of the Migration and Refugee Assistance Act
(MRAA) of 1962, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2601(b)(2), to the Secretary of State, who is
authorized to redelegate these functions and
authorities consistent with applicable law.
The Secretary of State, or his or her delegate,
is directed to provide notice to the President
of any use of the functions and authorities
delegated by this determination.

Any reference in this memorandum to sec-
tion 2(b)(2) of the MRAA, as amended, shall
be deemed to include references to any here-
after-enacted provision of law that is the
same or substantially the same as such provi-
sion.

VerDate 23-NOV-98 07:53 Dec 09, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P49NO4.030 TXED02 PsN: TXED02


